The idea of the gastric stimulator came from Drs Thomas L. Abell (GI) and Babajide O. Familoni (engineer) in the early 1990s at the University of Tennessee, Memphis. Previous attempts to stimulate the stomach had failed. These men had the idea of supraphysiologic levels of stimulation and found that it indeed worked. I became involved at this time since they needed a surgeon to place the device in canines. We developed the technique (open and laparoscopic) in the animal in the early 90s, gradually took it to the clinical arena, and had many successful placements in the mid and late 90s. Dr. Abell and my laparoscopic fellow (Dr. Stephanie Granger) moved to Arkansas; and Granger and Barnes, while at the University further refined the laparoscopic placement of the device. Abell, Familoni, and Voeller had the ideas and techniques while Medtronics made a cardiac pacemaker that was modified for our use. Without the perseverance and hard work of Abell and Familioni, I don't think this device would be helping patients today and they should get most all of the credit. 
